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From the Pastor . . . 
What is church? 

Not all churches are the same. That probably 
comes as no surprise to you! If you’ve ever been on 
vacation or visited another church with a friend or 

family member, you’ve noticed that other churches are different 
than ours. The reason for that isn’t just a matter of taste or style, but 
of theology. And so the difference is important. So what is church? 
Or another way to ask that is: why do we do what we do in 
church? There are a few ways people of think of church, and I’d 
like to think about them here for a moment. 

(1.) Church as concert - These churches are more performance-
based. The congregation doesn’t play much of a role in what is 
going on. The actions are done by those up on what often looks 
like a stage. I remember in one Bible Study I did at our campus 
ministry at George Mason meeting a young lady who told me, 
“Our church is like a rock concert for Jesus!” For these churches, 
the performance is being done for Jesus. Church is, therefore, what 
we do for Him. 

(2.) Church as gymnasium - These churches see the church as a 
place where one exercises their faith, so that your faith is stronger 
when you leave than when you arrived. You go to church to pump 
your spiritual muscles and bulk up so that you can go out and 
meet the challenges you will face this week. Church is, therefore, 
what you do for yourself. 

(3.) Church as hospital - These are churches as places for the sick - 
the sin-sick, usually. The church is a place for healing. Just as we 
go to the doctor when we are physically ill, so we go to the church 
when we are spiritually ill. Church is, therefore, where we go for 
Jesus to heal us and make us well again. 

Which of these models do you think a confessional Lutheran 
church is? Well, not #1, right? You know that we don’t go to 
church to do something for God. Church is not a place where we 
go to be entertained. It is much more than that. So not #1. 

Option #2 is a little closer. We do leave church with our faith 
strengthened to face another week in our vocations. That’s true. 
But it’s not because we’ve done a spiritual workout - it’s because 
God has strengthened us. So while there’s a kernel of truth here, 
this isn’t really it either. 

The church as a hospital (choice #3) is closer still. Yes, we are sin-
sick and need the healing medicine of God’s Word and Sacrament. 
But this option isn’t quite right either, for our condition is actual 
worse than sick - far worse. We really need one more option . . . 

(4.) Church as morgue - The Scriptures say we are born dead in 
our trespasses and sins. And if that’s our condition, we don’t go to 
church to be entertained (you can’t entertain dead people!); we 
don’t go for a workout (dead people can’t do anything); and we 
don’t go for healing (you can’t heal deadness!) - we go for LIFE. 
We go to receive a new life, a resurrected life, from the Lord who 
Himself rose from the dead to give us His life. 

So the beginning of the service takes place at the baptismal font. 
That is where we are joined with Jesus in His death and 
resurrection and raised to a new life. When we hear the words of 
Jesus, we are like Lazarus in the tomb when Jesus said to him 
“come out” and we receive life. When we come to the altar for the 
Lord’s Supper, we there receive forgiveness, LIFE, and salvation. 
Everything in the service is centered around Christ crucified and 
risen to give life to the dead - the very thing He came to do!  

Then, risen from the dead, there is music in the Divine Service, 
yes, but not just for entertainment, but for the life-giving Word of 
God that is being sung. There is the strengthening of our faith, yes, 
but by Jesus, not by our own efforts. And yes, we also receive the 
healing medicine of Jesus, to give health to the life He has again 
given us. But it all starts with LIFE. Our life-giving God, coming to 
give us life. That’s what church is for. And you can get that no 
where else! 

His servant and yours, 

	       Pastor Douthwaite 



 

Assist Pregnancy Center Banquet 

Our congregation is hosting a table at the Assist Pregnancy 
Center’s annual banquet this year. We have 10-12 seats 
available for anyone who would like to attend, enjoy a nice 
meal and conversation with fellow supporters of life, and learn 
more about the work the Pregnancy Center does to save babies, 
help women, and strengthen families. Please join us! Speak to 
Pastor Douthwaite to reserve your seat. 

November Is 
Seminarian Offering Month #2! 

We will again be receiving a special offering 
for our adopted seminary students (Caleb 
Hoverson and Nathaniel Hall) all through 
the month of November. to help them pay 
their Winter Quarter expenses. If you would 
like to contribute, please put your donation 
into the offering specially marked for our 
students. 

And please remember - this is a special offering above and 
beyond your regular giving to the church. Don’t reduce your 
regular giving! We need that for our regular expenses. Thanks 
for your generosity and love, both for our students and for the 
congregation they will one day be called to serve. 

It’s Oktoberfest Time! 

Saturday, October 26th 
starting at 5:00 pm 

at the home of Pastor Douthwaite 
            7920 Saint Dennis Drive, Springfield 

Join your fellow Athanasians for a little time of good food and 
relaxation. We’ll supply the meats, you bring a side, dessert, or 
some of your favorite beverages. Stay as long or as little as you 
can. But please join us! 

Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service 
Wednesday, November 27th, 7:30 pm 
 

Food Baskets 

We’ll soon once again be collecting food 
for Thanksgiving Food Baskets for six (we 
hope!) families in our area in need. Watch 
for information soon! 

 

Hymnal Sale! 

If you need a hymnal - for your personal, 
devotional use, or to purchase for your 
children, or as a gift - now is the time to buy! 
Concordia Publishing House is having a 20% 
off sale through the end of October. Use the 
promo code LSB20 at checkout to receive 
your discount. 



From Luther . . . 
(Luther speaks of faith as all that is needed to make 
one worthy to receive the Lord’s Supper.) 

According to its substance, therefore, the [Supper] 
is nothing but the aforesaid words of Christ: “Take 
and eat, etc.” [Matt. 26:26], as if he were saying: 

“Behold, O sinful and condemned man, out of the pure and 
unmerited love with which I love you, and by the will of the Father 
of mercies [2 Cor. 1:3], apart from any merit or desire of yours, I 
promise you in these words the forgiveness of all your sins and life 
everlasting. . . . From this you will see that nothing else is needed 
for a worthy holding of [the Supper] than a faith that relies 
confidently on this promise, believes Christ to be true in these 
words of his, and does not doubt that these infinite blessings have 
been bestowed upon it.  

[from “The Babylonian Captivity of the Church” [1520] 
in Luther’s Works, Vol. 36: Word and Sacrament II © 1959 Fortress Press, p 40] 

From Athanasius . . . 
(Athanasius speaks of Christ fulfilling the old Passover 
feast, instituting a new Feast in His Body and Blood.) 

Israel of old, having first, as in a figure, striven for 
the victory, came to the feast, for these things were 
then fore-shadowed and typified. But we, my 

beloved, the shadow having received its fulfillment, and the types 
being accomplished, should no longer consider the feast typical . . 
. but, in accordance with the injunction of the Apostles, let us go 
beyond the types, and sing the new song of praise. . . .  For 
perceiving this, and being assembled together with the Truth, they 
drew near . . . The Savior also, since He was changing the typical 
for the spiritual, promised them that they should no longer eat the 
flesh of a lamb, but His own, saying, ‘Take, eat and drink; this is 
My body, and My blood.’ When we are thus nourished by these 
things, we also, my beloved, shall truly keep the feast . . . 

(from “Festal Letters of Athanasius,” Letter IV [332], §4 
in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 4: Athanasius, p. 516-17) 

On the Catechism . . . 
As we come to the end of the Church Year and its 
emphasis on the end times, our Catechism focus is 
on the Lord’s Supper – the gift of God which gives us 
forgiveness and strength of faith to endure these 
times, and which is also our “foretaste of the feast to 
come.” 

  

 If you say, “How can I come if I feel that I am not prepared?” 
Answer, “That is also my cause for hesitation, especially because 
of the old way under the pope.” At that time we tortured ourselves 
to be so perfectly pure that God could not find the least blemish in 
us. . . . If you consider how good and pure you are and labor to 
have no hesitations, you would never approach.  

 Therefore, we must make a distinction here between people. 
Those who are lewd and morally loose must be told to stay away [1 

Corinthians 5:9–13]. They are not prepared to receive forgiveness of 
sin, since they do not desire it and do not wish to be godly. But the 
others, who are not such callous and wicked people, and who 
desire to be godly, must not absent themselves. This is true even 
though otherwise they are feeble and full of infirmities. . . . 

 Such people must learn that it is the highest art to know that 
our Sacrament does not depend upon our worthiness. We are not 
baptized because we are worthy and holy. Nor do we go to 
Confession because we are pure and without sin. On the 
contrary, we go because we are poor, miserable people. We go 
exactly because we are unworthy. 

(from The Large Catechism: The Sacrament of the Altar §55-61 
in Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions (first edition), © 2005 CPH, p 463-64) 

 

Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. 
But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in 
these words: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
But anyone who does not believe these words of doubts them is 
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all 
hearts to believe.



Preparing for the Divine Service 

To give you the opportunity to look ahead and prepare for our Divine Service 
each Sunday, the Office Hymn, Holy Gospel, and Theme of each week for 
April and May are listed below. 

To give you the opportunity to look ahead and prepare for our Divine Service 
each Sunday, the Office Hymn, Holy Gospel, and Theme of each week for 
October and November are listed below. 

Pentecost 20 (October 6): 
Holy Gospel: Mark 10:2–16 (Jesus teaches marriage and children.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #863 “Our Father, by Whose Name” 

Pentecost 21 (October 13): 
Holy Gospel: Mark 10:17–22 (Jesus makes a rich man poor.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #694 “Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower” 

Pentecost 22 (October 20): 
Holy Gospel: Mark 10:23–31 (How to get through the eye of a needle.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #645 “Built on the Rock” 

The Festival of the Reformation (October 27): 
Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36 (The Word of truth and freedom.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #578 “Thy Strong Word” 

The Feast of All Saints (November 3): 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 (The Beatitudes) 
Office Hymn: LSB #676 “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” 

Pentecost 25 (November 10) 
Holy Gospel: Mark 12:38–44 (A widow gives all she has.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #787 “The Temple Rang with Golden Coins” 

Pentecost 26 (November 17) 
Holy Gospel: Mark 13:1–13 (Jesus speaks of the end times.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #508 “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” 

Last Sunday of the Church Year (November 24) 
Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24–37 (Stay awake! Jesus is near.) 
Office Hymn: LSB #336 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 

Note:  The Liturgy for all these services is Divine Service 2 (p. 167).


