Jesu Juva

“Ficking chdg ]:lowcrs”
Text: Mattlﬁew 18:1-20; Komans 1%:1-10

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our ]:ather, and from our Lorcl and

Saviourjcsus Christ. Amen.

Qpali\cicd or unqua]hciec{? Thatis the question raging in the Prcsidcntial debate right
now. |s E qua]ified enough to be the President’? Does sh_c have cnough experience?
Who should be Permit’ced and elected to hold the greatest and highcst office in the
Um'ted Sta’ces and arguablg, the world? lt is an imPor‘cant question. As we heard from
St Fau! in Romans, the governing authorities are ministers of God for your goocl, to
be (God’s avenger against those who do wrong, and to Praise and approve of those
who do goocl. And so who sits in that office is important. (God can - and will - use
whomeveris elected and work through ’chem, whether male or Femalc, old or young,
cxpcricmccd or incxPerienced, believer or unbeliever. But that does not mean we

should make a poor choice. Qpa]i?ications are important.

But forus toda9 the qucstion is not about the Presidcncg. But rather, what about

qualhcications for the kingc!om of heaven?

T hatis the question that was on the minds of the disciplcs that dag when tl'\cg went
up to Jesus and asked: “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” [t would be
interesting to know why theg asked. Ferhaps theg had been arguing over the
greatness of the Patriarchs and Proplﬂcts in the Old T estament - some stumping for
Abrahamj some for Moses, and magbe some for Elﬂal‘x (for he was taken bo&ily rigl'xt
to heaven, after alll). Or magbe theg were trying to Figure out where Jol'm the BaPtist
fit into the Pec‘(ing order. Or Davicl, or 501omon, orjacob, or Joseph. ]n thi race,
who would be elected? Who would have the qua]i{:ications to be the greatest? Tosit
in that greatest and Highest seat next to the throne of (God?



Ferhaps theg also wanted to know because theg were often arguing about which of
them was the greatest. We heard and considered that here,just a couplc of weeks
ago. | ike me, ’cl’leg need to hear some teac}ﬂ'ngs several times before it Fina“y sinks

into our thick skulls. So it comes up again ’coclag.

We”, as usual, Jesus surPrises them with His answer. “And ca”ing to him a childj he
put him in the midst of them and said, ‘Trulg, ] say to you, unless you turn and become
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingc}om of heaven.” Thisisa completelg different
worldview than what we live with evergday. ]’:or us, for the world, childhood is a stage
to pass through, and often to pass through as quicklg as you can. Sometimes ] think
that if science could come up with a way for women to give birth to adults, thcg would.
(Childhood is seen as an inconvenience. Moneg spent on children and what theg need
could be spent on other things ] want. Training and raising children is a bother.
Motherhood and fatherhood are given second rate status to what are considered
more important careers. And so children are told to grow up, act your age, and be
more mature. And, some Peoplc would argue, our children are bcing told this earlier

and earlier every generation

But notice how Jesus speaks of children. Theg are not a bother, but a model for us.
Childhood is not a stage to pass through, but a P]ace to remain. | or there is
somcthing about being a child that uniquc]g qualhcics one for the kingclom of heaven -
and that t}‘ning is dcpendence. A child left to survive on its own in this world will not last
long; and a (Christian who tries to survive in this world on their own will also not last
]ong‘ Forget about grea’mcssl ]]C we even want to enter the kingdom of heaven at a”,
Jesus says we must become - and remain - like children. ComPlctelg and uttcrlg
dependcnt upon (God for cvergthing: upon the [Tather for all that we need in this
world and ]hce, upon the Son for the Forgivcncss of our sins and resurrection to a new

life, and upon the Ho]g Spirit to give us faith.

And so we must think c{hqerentlg, as Christians. Dhc]cerently than the world.

According to the tl‘winkiﬂg of the world, to grow up means to become your own person,
and to be indepcndcn’g self-sufficient. Put to grow up as a (Christian means not to
become your own person, but to become like Cl—n‘ist, to grow in our c]epenc!ence upon

Him, and repent of our notions of sel)C~su1C)CicienC3.



To the thinking of the worlc{, to act your age means to act like an aclu]t, with adult
sensibilities, and adult thinking, and adult wisdom. Pout to act your age as a (Christian
means to act each dag like a newborn child. [For each c}aﬁ we are, if each dag we
remember our baPtism, die and rise with Christ in repentance, and are born anew in

the Forgiveness of our sins. And so each d33 is a new day, anew lhce, as a child of

Cod.

And to the thinking of the world, to be more mature is to leave the ways of childhood
behind, to think more in shades oFgrag, to adjust your thinking to the wisdom of the
world. But to be more mature as a (Christian is to acﬁust your thinking to the wisdom
of the Word of God, and to see ourselves more rea!istica“g. Ancl so the more mature
we are as (_hristians, not the more skillful and better we will be, but the more we will
see our sin, our neediness, and our Helplessness, and realize that it is far better not to
walk with Jesus as a fellow aclult, but to rest in [His arms as a dcar]g loved child. And
to 1<now, that is what it means to be greatin the eyes of (God -to be His child - and

that you cannot gct any grcater than that.

So who is qualhciecl for the kingc{om of heaven? Well, itis cxactlg those who know theg
are ﬁqua]iﬁccl, and therefore receive the kingdom of heaven as a gixc’c. For
Christianity is not our campaign toward (God, stumping for ourselves, doing goocl
works to try to earn His vote, trging to show we are qualhciecl‘ No. T o be a Chris’cian
is simplg to be lovcd, and to receive the love of God }33 faith. To believe that the love
of (Godis greater than your sin, and greater than angtlﬂingﬁou could do. And that the
One who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven is the One who came down from
heaven and stood in our midst as a little child. For by Putting a child in the midst of
tlﬂcm, Jcsus was not only tcaching us and giving us an cxample, but was slﬂowing us a
Picture of f“limself [Te is the greatest who became the ]eas’c, so that we who are the
least might become the greatest.

And how low, how “least”, did Jesus go? All the way to little PBethlehem, yes - but
lower. AH the way to rejec’cion and scorning and moci(ing, yes ~ but lower still. A” the
way down to the wl‘riPPing and humiliation of the cross, yes ~ but even lower still. [ e
came all the way down to you. To you who have given your eyes, your hands, and your
feettosin. | o you [e came down to raise you up. T hat [His death and resurrection

be notjust for some sin or most sin, but for your sin, for all sin. There is no sinner too



iowJ and no sin He did not take upon i’iimseiic, giving His eyes Forgour eyes, i’1is
hands for your i‘iancis, and His feet for your Feet, that His death be the death of all
sin, and [is resurrection be the resurrection of all sinners. | hat you and me, who are
most unquaiiicieci for the kingdom of iieaven, be given a Piace there. A Piace at the
children’s tabie, because that's where Jesus is, and that’s what all the tables in heaven

are. [ or that’s who all the folks in heaven are - chiidren, children of (God.

So iicgou, like the ciiscipics, want to be great, well, act like a child Dont be ci‘rilci@~
that's not good. Rather, be like the child who Picks a bunch of flowers for her mother -
not to earn her love, but because she is loved. Anci the tiiing about those ]qOWCFS,
tiieg wor’t be Per‘Fectiy arrangeci, like from the ﬂorist; tiieg won’t be from the most
beautiful ones that are kept behind fences; in fact, thcg will Probablg be weeds! Put
there are no more beautiful flowers in the eyes of any mother, because ti'ieg are given

in greedom, and in love.

Anci so too it is with us, only our flowers are ourgooci wori<s, done not to earn our
Saviour’s love and icorgivencss, but because we are loved and icorgiven. And ourgooci
works Probabig wor’t be Pcr‘Fcctiy arrangcd, or be the most beautiful things in the
world, and migiwt, in fact, be pretty weeciy! But there are no more Precious works to
our [Tather in heaven than when we love because we have been loved, when we serve
because we have been served, when we give because we have received, when we
Forgive because we have been icorgivcn. And in all these ways, to grow more child~iii<c,
more (_hrist-like. And live in thejog and freedom of a cicarig loved child. Not
burdened and overwhelmed with adult worries and sensibilities, because we have a
Fatiﬁer taking care of those ’ci*iings for us. Ti‘ia’c we may live as ci*ii]circn, for that is what

we are, and will aiwags be.

So come now to the children’s table, where Jesus is for you tociag, here with [is
i:ocig and blood, to Forgive you and restore you. And iicgou would be greatin the
kingdom of heaven, | don’t want to i—icargour camPaign speeciﬂ No, go be who you
are. (3o live as [is child. (so Pick some weecig flowers.

]n the Name of the Fati‘ier, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy SPirit. Amen.
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